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STATE OF Texas
QFFICE @F THE GOVERNGCH
GEQKCE WP BUSK
June 26, 2000

GOVERNOR,

Me. Gregg Cooke

Region VI Adminismratien

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1445 Ross Avenuye ]
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 :

Dear Mr., Coake;

[ understand that, despite a federa! appeals court's ruling that EPA's new azene air quality standard is nor
enforceable and the Supreme Coun's decision to review the case, EPA nevertheless appeacs intent on
making nonattainment designations under the new standard. Without waiting for any aew designations,
in Texas we are working to continue 10 improve air quality and inform the public abour air quality.

We are revising our clean air plans te eut ozone in half across eastern Texas - through cleaner fuels,
cleaner vehicles, clearer businesses and cleaner prastices. We are providing significant information to
the public abour air quality - through daily air pollution alerts, opsline resl-time monitoring dara {and
inereased monitoring), and educational campaigns. Considering these strong measures, the legal
uncertainties of the new standard, and the public comment TNRCC has received abaut designarions, it
does not make sense for EPA, to make new nonattainment ares designations until the Supreme Court has
clarified the new standard,

W EPA persists, howaever, in making designations before hearing from the Supreme Court, then Texas
requests that EPA! (1) follew Texas' recommendarions for designartions (see arrached lerer from
TNRCC), (2) hold publie hearings around Texas on any propased designations, and (3) make those
designations effective only after the Supreme Court has issued its ruling.

[n the meantime, tha TNRCC will: (1) continue werking with local communities, businesses and
concerned Texans to reduce ozone formarion, (2) increase monitoring in Texas' urban areas, and (3) work
with local governments o madel air quality and emission reductions in the counties TNRCC cansiders
unclassifiable,

We look forward w continuing to wark with you ta improve air quality for all Texans,

Ce: Mr, Robert J, Huston, Chairman, Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
Amachments

Poyr Oce Box 12428 Awstv, Tews 75713 (512) 463-2000 (VoleeM/(512) 475-3165 CTDD)
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Rabert J, Huston, Chairman

R. B. "Ralph™ Marquez, Commissioner
John M. Baker, Commissioner

Jeflrey A. Saitas. Executive Director

TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Frotacting Tezas by Reducing and Preventing Follution

June 14, 2000

The Hanorable George W. Bugh
Govermnor of Texas

P.O. Box 12428

Anstin, Texas 7871]-2428

Dear Governor Bush:

Guidance issued 1o the states by the U.S, Eavireamental Protection Agency (EPA) in March 2000 requires
states 10 provide desienation recommendations for the pew eight-hour ozore standard by June 30, 2000. The
Texes Narural Resource Conservation Commission (commission) believes it js inappropriate far EPA to
proceed with any designations underthe ¢ight-hour standard until the issues raised by the court are comnpletely
resolved. Any such action would appearto be in direst conflict of the court’s prohibition against enforcement
of the eight<hour ozone standard. Hawever, Texas is proceeding with the implementation and planning of
measuras to imprave 3ir quality throughout Texas, despite this judicial unsertainty,

quality standards (NAAQS). Attainmens indicates that the arez meets the N.A;;&QS. Unclagsifiable indicatas
that the area eannot be ejassified on the basis of available nformarian as meeting or not meeting the NAAQS,

Ay alternarive proposals. -

Option | ealled for alf caupries currently designated nonattainment for the one hour ezane standard, wit the
exception of El Paso which is clearly not in violation of the eight Rour standard, as well as all near
nonaninment eounties with a monitared Viclation of the eight hour standard to be designated nenattainment
for the eight hour standard. The remainder of the state would be designated attainment.
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Opton 2 also called for al} counties, with the exception of EI Paso, cutrently designared nogamainment for
the one hour standard be designared sonatzinment for the eight hour staadard, bur all counties comprising
the Metrapalitan Statistcal Area (MSA) or Consolidated MSA of the gear nonatzisment areas of Ausnn,
San Anmnio, Tyler, Langview, aud ceqtain caunties surrounding Dallas/Fr. Worth (DFW) would be
designated unclagsifiable. The countes of Henderson, Hood, and Hunt in the DFW area would be ¢lassifed
“Tuinment due to photachemical maedeling which demonstrates thar these counties da not significandy
contribute to the area’s violation of the 3-hour standard. The remainder of the stare would be designated

minment.

The majarity of public commeat was geaerally supportive of Option 2. However, same elected officials
expressed support for Optden ], while othérs were supportive of conforming with EPA’s guldance and
designaring the entire MSA/CMSA where a nionitorsd vilation eecurred as nonat@inment, Qffcials in
the Honston/Galveston and Beaumont/Port Arthur areas that commented raquested that eermin counties
in these areas be designated unclassifiable rather than nenanainment,

Baged upaon these comments, the commission recommends thar the EPA should delayaction on designstion
for the eighr hour oxone standard until the issues raiged by the courr ar= complertely resolved, [f EPa
choases 0 proceed with designadons, tica the commission recommends 3 designadon of nonarminment
for all cavaties cusrently in nomarminment for the one bour saadard, with the exception of E] Pase, which
is oot in violation of the eight hour standard: a designatior of unclassifiable for all counties in the near
nonafunment arcas with the exesption of Henderson, Hood, and Hunt Counties in the DFW area, which
the commission recommands be classified acaioment due 10 photochemical modeling which demongtraces
thar these counties do nat significantly contribute to che area's violation of the 8-hour standard: and
Azinment for the remaining eounties i the sote, Please see the attached table fora listing of each county
with its assaciated recommended designation. '

The unclassifiable resommendarion is based on the foliowing factors: the uncertain legal status of the eight-
bour standard; the impact of federal, state, and tegional regulations already in place thar will improve air
quality in East and Central Texas: the impact of fature stare and regional measures that will also improve
East/Central Texas air quality; and comminments frotn [ocgl areas to implementin an accelerated dme frame
any addidonal coatrols necessary 1o ensure attainment of the eight-hour standa;d.

Inherent i1 the unclassifiable recommendation is a need to incenrivize the process for the local leadership
to achieve measureable emission reductions in an accelerared time frame i, exchange for the uncinssifiable
designation. Otherwise, the stare would be left with the federal pracesses associated with a nanatinment
designation, which would delav efforts improve air quality. '

The commission believes thar this approach will give lacal areas the maximum flexibility in developing
emission-redustion measures and 2ccounts for local sommitments and existing programs to provide early
ar quality improvements, while easuring that the entire Stare of Texas arain federa] air quality standards
sooner than passible under the federal State Implementtion Plag process, '
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Enclosed please find an example letter for the submission of your recommendarions w tiie EPA. [Fyou
desire any additional infbrmarien or if I may assist you in agy w3y, please contact me at 512/239-5315.

Sincarely,

m/ )
Marquez, Commissianer

Texas Natural Resource Conservagion Commission

~ee: Mr. Jeffrey A. Saitas, F.E., Executive Ditector, Texas Narural Resource Cogservation Commission

Fnclomre
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TNRCC Recommendation:
TEXAS-OZONE (3-HOUR STANDARD)
Designated Area Designation lassificati
Type Tvpe
Dallas/Fort Worth Area:
Collin Couaty Nonattajrnent
Dallas County Nonarainment
Denton Counry Nonamginment
Ellis County Unclassifiable
Hendersan County Atalnment
Hood County ARainment
Hunr County ATinrfient
Johnson County ) - Unclassifjable
Kaufman County ' Unclassifiable
Parker Counry Unclassifiable
Rockwsall County Unclassifiable
Tarrant County ' Nonatinment
Houston /Galveston Area:
| _Brazeria Caouney Nopatainmans
Chambers County Nonatiainmene
Fort Bend County Nonarainment
Galveston County Nonanainment
Harris Coutiry Nenamainment
| Liberty County Nonattaizmen
Montzomery County Nonartainment
Waller County Nenattainment
Beallmont/Port Arthur Area:
Hardin Counry Nonattainmeant
Jeffarson County Nonarainment
Orange County Nonattainmenr
El Paso Area:
El Pago Counry Altaihment
Tyler Area!
Emith County _Unelassifizble
Longview Area: .
Gregg County _Unclassifiable
Harrison Counrty Unelassiflable
Upshur County Unclasgifizble
Ausitin Area;
Bastrop Counry Unclassifisbls
Caldwell Counry Unelsssifiable
Hays County _ Unclassifiable
Travis County Unclagsifiable
Williamson Counry " Unclassifiable
San Antonio Area:
Bexar County Unelassifiable
Caomal County Unclassifiable
| Guadalupe County Unclassifiable
Wilson Counry Unclassifiable
Rest of State......... Aftainment

P.05 96

TOTAL P.B5



